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[image: image3.png]ARSFILLDS almost created a major upset in the form hook at
the Athletic Grounds on Sunday last, when they outhurled
and outfoxed the Munster Club champions, St. Finbarr’s, in
the second round of the Cork County Senior Hurling Cham-
pionship. Leading by three points with ten minutes remain-
ing and playing effective straight-forward hurling, the East
Corkmen looked certain of victory until the 'Barrs notched a
remarkably “soft” goal from midfield and went ahead with
a further major in the dying moments. Then in a final rally
Sars pulled down the deficit and, when full-forward Looney
found the net in the last minute, the match ended in a draw.




[image: image4.png]‘This was a resull few enthusiasts
expected, for though the 'Barrs were
compelled to line-out minus Denis
Murphy, Peter Doolan and Tony
Connolly, nobody seriously doubted
their ability to beat Sars, the team
which has becn in the wilderness
for almost a decade. But all who
anticipated a one-sided struggle in
this game received the surprise of
their lives as the men from Glan.
mire cntered the fray with grim
determination 7nd a confidence
justified by their gallant efforts.
They were not polished hurlers by
any means, but their simple strategy
consisted of a direct approach which
kept the ball moving at all costs and
climinated any traces of fancy play.

The 'Barrs had no answer to
the hard, forceful brand of
hurling _produced hy their
opponents.

They showed no signs of that
brilliance which brought them the
county title two years ago. Instead
they ~appeared disorganised, un
certain and_completely bewildered
by the_unorthodox effectiveness of
Sars. The game was not a top-class
affair by any standards. In fact the
hurling was scrappy, uninspiring,
and notably third rafe in the Arst
half. But the thrills and excite-
ment of the last quarter atoned in
full for the poor quality of the face,
and kept the medium-sized crowd on
tentedhooks in those pulsating last
moments.
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Sars had the breeze behind them
in the first half and were assis'cd
also by the bright sun, but it was
Pierce Freeney who opened the
scoring with a point from a free on
the second minute to give the Barrs
the lead. Then the EastCorkmen
settled down and after Pat Lambe
had levelled matters, Martin Barry
shot them ahead with a fine brace
of points. When his brother Paddy
was brought down shortly ater.
wards, midfielder Seanie Riordan
pointed the free and Sars were lead:
ing by 0-4 to 0-1 at the close of the
first quarter.

The Barrs were playing second
fddle al this stage, but scemed
content to keep the margin low
until the second half when_they
would have wind advantage. Pierce
Freaney pointed a second free on
the 18th minute, ‘and two minutes
later Mick Archer slammed home a
great goal to give the 'Barrs an
unexpected but valiable lead. It
was_a shortlived lead, however,
for Sars surged info attack from the
puck out and a great solo-run by
Paddy Barry was followed by a goal
from Denis Hurley. Further points
were exchanged in the remaining
minutes and the game drew to a half
with Sars ahead by 17 to 1-4 at the
interval.





[image: image6.png]‘Three points was hardly a
substantial margin against the
Dbreeze and such a well:known
team as St. Finbarrs, and many
Sars followers may have har-
boured fears of an inevitable
collapse after the restart.

But it was the Barrs who had
cause to worry when the second half
zot underway, for a series of
squandered chances left the score
unaltered, until Jim Archer found
the range with a point on the 37th
minute.  This score broke the
monatony of a long list of wides by
the southsiders, but it also inspired
Sars to much greater efforts. They
swept back into attack and Paddy
Barry, who had just returned to the
game after a facial injury. placed
his brother Martin for a splendid
goal twelve monutes after the inter:
val. Sars were now in front by 27
to 15 and it was really up to the
garrs to pull the game out of the

re.




[image: image7.png]They fought back with everything
they “possessed, but Sars were
hurling confidently and _efficiently
and were still ahead by three points
with only ten minutes to go. Then
came thé heartbreaking blow to the
East Cork team’s hopes. After an
allout attack on the 'Barrs goal the
hall was cleared, and Pierce Freaney
moved to midfield to add further
length to the delivery. e sent a
high ball into the parallelogram and
poalkeeper Hurley seemed to have
it teovered, when to the horror of
the Sars supporters it saled past
him o the net. Nothing daunted
Sars came battling back and re-
gained the lead with a point by
Dave Looney cight minutes from
time., Then the Barrs had their
third goal, a well-taken effort by
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Cullinane, and Jim Archer followed
it up with a point.” But even this
couldn't stop Sars, who came back
again with a point by O'Riordan
to narrow th gap. Freaney pointed
a Barrs free on the 58th minute
and the southsiders looked home
and dricd with a goal to spare. But
the redoubtable Glanmire men re-
fused to give up and stormea the
Barrs goal, forcing two “seventies”
before . Dave Looney _deflected
O'Riordan’s ccntre to the net almost
on the call of lime.
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And so the teams ended up on
level terms, a result neither side
wanted but one which saved the
‘Barrs by the :kin of their teeth,
even if Sars were the last to score.
Sars have probably lost their chance
of meeting Blackrock in the semi-
final, and it is a_pity that a soft
goal at such a vital stage should
have made all the difference, Byt
if the Glanmire men can recapture
this form in the replay they could
give the 'Barrs another fright, How-
ever, with all due respect to Sars,
it must be added that this was a
complete off-day for the Munster
club champions. They were but a
shadow of the team they can really
be on their day. and it was signi
ficant that Charlie McCarthy failed
to register a score in the hour, In
fact like many of his colleagues the
intercounty forward played well
below senior standard, and it is un-
likely that he will be as poor in the
next game.




[image: image10.png]rs had thelr most prominent
periormers in Bobby Lotty, Noel
Looney, J. J. Long and a very
reliable " centre-back Raymond
Rahilly in defence, and forwards
Martin Barry, Dave Looney and the
inimitable Paddy Barry,’ who re-
ceived some hard knocks in the
game but showed all the skill and
finesse that all the other players
lacked. The “Barrs were best served
by Jim_Archer, Pierce Freaney
Gerald McCarthy and Con Roche,
but this was a zame the southsiders
will want to forget in a great hurry.

Scorers for Sarsfields were Martin
Barry (1-3), Dave Looney (12)
Denis Hurley (10), Pat Lamb, Sean
O'Riordan, Neally Long, Pat O'Rior-
dan (-1 cach). “The ‘Barrs replied
per Pierce Freaney (1), Mick
Archer ~(1-0), Charlie Cullinane
(1:0), Jim Archer (0-2), Eric Phil-
pott '(0-1). Gerald McCarthy (0-1)
Referce Mick * Leigton” McCarthy
of Glen Rovers did an excellent job

Sarsfields—N. Hurley: R. Lotty, N
Looney, D. Power; J. Whyte R.
Rahilly, JJ_ Long, P. O'Riofdan, S
O'Riordan: N. Long, P. Lambe, M
Barry, D. Hurley, D. Looney, P.
Barry,

St. Finbarr's—J. Power: B. Scully,
B. McKeown, J. Barrett; W. Kirby
C. Roche, A Maher: G, MeCarthy.
P Keatine: T Archer ¢ Cuollinan





