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[image: image1.png]They were forceful and
strong, but lacked the hurling
ability of their opponents who
picked their opportunities
when they came. Castlemartyr
also saw a golden opportunity
slip by them in the 18th
minute, when Tony Barrett
missed a “sitter’” from five
metres: With the goal at his
mercy he drove wide.

‘This miss proved costly and
this talented young player
never seemed to settle down
after and was eventually
substituted by Donal Burke.

‘The Sort of impact expected
from Jim Smiddy never
materialised and, while he
scored a few good points from
frees, the total of three points
from play was a true reflection
of Castlemartyr's poor quality
of hurling. They are a great
football side, but only a fair
hurling t

O'Neill's goal coming from
John O'Connell, after a super
pass from Ger Lee. Jimmy
Smiddy struck over two points
for Castlemartyr from frees
with his third effort coming in
the 16th minute.

With just two points bet-
ween the sides, it looked as if
the tough-tackling, but fair
Castlemartyr side would
manage to hold off the
onslaught of O'Neill’s. Luke
Swayne, who had a terrific
duel with Castlemartyr's best
player and, while Murphy
stuck to his task, Swayne is a
tough player to mark, as he
showed when pointing two
brilliant pucks from the
sideline, followed by a
55-metres sideline, which sail-
ed over the bar for his third
point inside four minutes.

A minute later, Finbarr Mur-
phy had Castlemartyr's first




[image: image2.png]‘A notable feature ol the con-
test, played before a good -
sized attendance, was the poor
standard in a game which had
been expected to produce good
hurling. Another factor was
that during the game, 76% of
the play was on the right hand
side of the field, where there
was no breeze o a pleasant
July evening.

FOR GOALS

Castlemartyr also won six
frees n the last elght minutes
and made the fatal error of go-
ing for goals, when points
were there for the taking.

Again, Fr. O'Neill's defence
of Pat Swayne, Tom Mellerick,
William Hennessy and Donal
Flavin, gave the Castlemartyr
full forward line little scope,
with Flavin's display
outstanding.

score, a point from play.

Leading by four points,
O'Neill's increased their lead
further when Harry Walsh was
in quickly to goal In the 20th
minute.

ATTITUDE

Leading by 2:5 to 0-4 at the
break O'Neill's came out with
the right attitude. They were
punished inside forty seconds
when Jimmy Smiddy struck
over his fourth point from
frecs.

Both sides missed some
chances and it was eight more
minutes before a secand score
came, the joy falling to Nocl
Murphy, who found John
O'Leary a tough nut to crack.
O'Neill's held out and increas-
e their lead with a Joe
Swayne point.





[image: image3.png]Within nine minutes o1 the At the start of the third
start O'Neill’s led by 1-2 to 0-1  quarter, Jimmy Smiddy saw
for Castlemartyr — the his great effort from 10 metres




[image: image4.png]expertly saved by rat swayne
in gal who was also forced to
save twice inside a minute,
Ger Lee and Swayne added
points,

Castiemartyr won a number
of close in frees, but each ef-
fort was cleared.

For O'Neill's it was a badly-
needed victory and they look-
ed good enough to account for
Aghada, who were there in
strength watching for any
wealk links, They were scencs
of wild enthusiasm by the
0'Neill's lads and who would
blame them ?

However, they should not
underestimate Aghada. They
nave been knocking at the
door for the last three years
and, while they have won
their way to the final with
two bad displays, they are
dangerous. .




[image: image5.png]Scorers for Fr, O"Nelll ¢
John 0'Connell 1-1, Harry
Walsh 1-0, Luke Swayne 03,
Tim Hurley 0-2, frees; Joe
Swayne 02, Ger Lee 0-1.
Scorers for Castlemartyr: Jim





[image: image6.png]my Smiddy 0-4, frees; Larcy
Joyce, Finbarr Murphy and
Noel Murphy 0-1 each.

Fr. O'Neill's: Pat Swayne,
Tom Mellerick, William Hen-
nessy, Donal Flavin, John
O'Leary, Dick O'Neill, Brian
0'Connell, Joe Swayne, Tim
Hurley, Ger Lee, Harry Walsh,
Luke Swayne, Richard Hurley,
Michael Broderick and John
0'Connell.

Castlemartyr: B. 0'Rourke,
Pat Beausang, Derry Guilfoyle,
Christy Enright, Dan Barry,
Kicran Murphy, Sean Bowes,
Noel Curtin, Jimmy Smiddy,
Noel Murphy, David Fleming
and Tony Barrett. Subs: Donal
Burke for Barrett; Barry Flem-
ing for David Fleming, injured.

Referee: Nocl Morgan,
Youghal.





