	
	

	

	Seandun 4-10 Sarsfields 4-7   

Southern Star  Saturday, May 17, 1975

[image: image1.png]FANCIED SARSFIELD squad made their exit from the County Senior Hurling Championsiip
at the hands of a surprisingly strong Seandun outfit at Ballinlough, Cork, on Saturday
evening last when they went under 4-10 to 4-7 in a thrilling first round clash. In this
free-scoring, fast and thoroughly exciting encounter, the youthful Sarsfield side were unable
to match the strength, speed and skill of the citymen and, while it took three points in
the closing five minutes to decide the issue on this occasion, Sarsfields were, in my view,
rather fortunate to be so close to the winners at that stage. The divisional side, obviously
boosted by the introduction of the down-graded Passage players to their ranks, were most




[image: image2.png]impressive on this occasion

Setting about their task from
the start the winners piled on the
pressure in the early stages and
with the Sarsfields rearguard look-
ing uncertain in this period, Sean-
dun opened their account with a
Kieran Keane goal in the second
minute. However, Seandun squan-
dered a number of scoring chances
in- the opening minutes so- that
when Teddy Murphy had a rather
soft goal from 40 yards in the 8th
minute, it seemed this score might
help Sars. to settle down. Still,
Seandun, with Justin McCarthy in
fine form at centre back, continued
to dictate the trend of the game
and though Sarsfields centre for-
ward Eamonn Kelleher  levelled
malters again with another rathet
fortunate major in the 12th minute,
the winners, aided by  goals from
Passage men George ~O'Sullivan
and Kieran Keane in the l4th and
23rd minutes respectively, turned
over unflattering leaders on a 3-5
to_2-4 scoreline at the interval.

It was obvious, at the half-way
stage that Sars. were, indeed, in
trouble.




[image: image3.png]‘Their defence found it ex-
tremely difficult to cope. with
the elusive Sharidun forwards
‘while at mid-field Richie Fitz-
gerald was struggling to come
to grips with an indform
‘Weeshie Murphy. 3
Sarsfields- attacking - sextet, des:

pite the gallant efforts of Tadhg
and, particuiarly, Bertie Og Mur-
phy, found openings difficult to
come by against a competent Sean-
dun’ deience, and they were fortun-
ate that the shots for goal which
they received in the first half, bot
managed  to’ find ther way fo -the
net. However, in fairness to Sars-
fields, they did improve after the
break. .
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The' switching of Dan Joe Foley
from the full back line to the right
wing of the-defence, in an effort to
curb Seandun’s danger man of the
first’ half, Kieran: Keane, steadied
their defence . -considerably - and
with_ Fitzgerald coming more_into
the. game at mid-fleld,  Sarsfields
managed to. remain. in_ Contention
until the end. -

Still,  they - could . never  quite
match  the more experienced Sean-
dun_men and but for a drastic
error by Seandun goalkeeper.Denis
Cronin_in the 11th minute (when
he deflected a Bertie .Og Murphy
shot which seerned destined to g0
over the- bar, into- the net), it -is
more than- likely that_the Victors
would have won more comfortably.
That: score_narrowed the. gap-to.a
goal ‘at that  ‘stage 'and inspired
Sarsfields to make an all out big
for victory in the closing quarter.

They ‘aimost" succeeded in- their
bid -as they seemed’to be. getting
the. upper _hand ‘when Bertie Og
Murphy smashed the equaliser to
the net from a semi-pepalty in the




[image: image5.png]25th minute. However, Seandun,
displaying _ amazing ~ confidence;
character and heart for 4 divisional
side rose to the challenge magni-
ficently and. fine points _from
Weeshie Murphy and Pat O'Sulli-
van (2) in the last five minutes saw
them. deservedly take the honours
on this occasion. B
WAS FITTING

It was ficing that O'Sullivan
should snatch  the . “insurance”
scores for Seandun as he had been
a_constant threat to the Sarsfield
rearguard in the second half. Tak-
ing over ‘from where a now sub-
dued Kieran Keane had let off in
the first half, O'Sullivan continu-
ally created. openings_for his fel-
low forwards, grabbing a point




[image: image6.png]for mimsell immediately after the
break, adding a goal two minutes
later ‘and then sealing the issue
with his two late points. O'Sulli-
van received most support in attack
from Kieran Keane, David Keane
and _George  O'Sullivan while
Weeshie Murphy had a fine game
at mid-field for the winners.

Justin McCarthy and right cor-
ner back Sean Lucey were superb
in defence for Seandun while John
Crowley and Denis O'Brien were
others to impress in a side which
could, with a little more organisat-
jon' and match practice, prove ex-
tremely dangerous in 'this year's
championship race. For Sarsfields
it was a most disappointing en-
counter but they can take some
comfort from the fact that - they
contributed, in no_small way, to
making this an exciting and highly
skilful_ game. "
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Right wing forward Bertie Og
Murphy was easily their best. per-
former over the hour with Dan Joe
Foley, Seamus Barrett, Richie Fitz-
gerald, Tadhg Murphy and :team
captain Denis O’Keeffe the best of
the! rest. Referee Aubert: Twomey
(Ballincollig) handled the game ex-
cellently, and while his decision to
dismiss’ Brian Cotter (Sars) ,and
Jim Nogwell (Seandun) folloving
a skirmish towards the’end of the
first half, may have seemed a little
harsh, it certainly helped him, to
stamp._ his  authority on- the game
from an early stage.
Scorers: Seandun: K. Keane 2-1;
O'Sullivan 13;" G, O'Sullivan
; B. Meade 0-3 (02 frees); W.
Murphy .0-2; E. Murpliy 0-1. Sars-
fields: B.'Og Murphy 25 (1-1 frees)
Kelleher 1-2; T. Murphy. 1.
Seandun: D. Cronin, S. Lucey; D.
O'Brien, D. Collins, J. Crowley, J.
McCarthy, P. O'Connell, W, Mur-
phy, J. 'Nodwell, E. Murphy,
Meade, K. Keane, P, O'Sullivan, G.
O'Sullivan, D. Keane. Sub. T: Ki
for Cronin.





[image: image8.png]Sarsfields: J. Long, M. McEvoy,
N. Fitzgerald, D. 7. ‘TFoley, D,
O'Keeffe, S..Barrett, M. McCarthy,
R. Fitzgerald, B. Cotter, B. Op
Murphy, E. Kelleher, T. Murphy, b,
O'Riordan, S. Egan, J, Murphy «






